
October 22, 2018 

Dear Friends, 

I have seen some beautiful pictures of fall trees on the internet.  Isn’t God amazing in the beauty of His 

creation!  I hope you are enjoying this beauty.    

Last week my team met in Cairo.  We meet for 4 days about every 6 weeks.  Four days!  Yes, when you only 

see each other every 6 weeks you have a lot to do.  We begin each day with devotions.  One of my 

responsibilities is to assign devotions and each day a different team member leads.  This meeting and next 

the subject of our devotions is the fruit of the Spirit.  That is not a new subject but yet we all have room to 

grow.  We have each taught on this subject in our different trainings, but we know we are not complete in 

any of the characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22 – 23 – but the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.    We talked about our need 

to feed on the word of God daily.  Psalm 1 talks about meditating on God’s word – not a quick reading.  His 

Word in us is what changes us.    

One team member led a devotion on self-control.  We talked about how we can help each other. 

Another team member told us about a study that was done on God’s Word and change in our lives.  The 

study showed that we need to be in the Word at least 4 days a week for change in our lives.  

We are not producing the fruit but God does as we are connected to Him through time in the Word, prayer 

and walking daily in the power of the Holy Spirit.    

 On our first day we always spend time sharing from our personal lives and ministry.  We meet in different 

locations, so we can meet with our national teams.  This time we met with the Egypt Leadership team.  We 

can’t meet in some of our countries so for those countries we bring the national leadership team to 

another country to meet with us.   

At each meeting one or two of our ministries take time to present their plans for the year and give an 

update on what the Lord has done.  This time we heard from Digital Strategies.  The area DS leader invited 

some of the Egypt DS staff to share what they have been working on.  It is truly amazing what can be done 

digitally.  We have an excellent discipleship site that even provides a way to meet in a group online.   There 

is also an online church that was created for Muslim background believers.   

All our field ministries have the goal of building spiritual movements like Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Tim 2:2 

- the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful 

men who will be able to teach others also.  Our DS ministry also has this goal – not just evangelism but 

disciples who are sharing their faith and building up others.  And this is being done through the internet! 

We have people working in DS ministry in 7 countries but this ministry reaches the entire area.  We heard 

encouraging stories of people accepting Christ and becoming disciples and stories of some being baptized.   

 

 

My team with 

4 of the Digital 

Strategies staff 

from Egypt.   



  
 

The last letter I wrote was about our Emerging Leaders program and the action learning projects they 

began working on.  I told you it was a lot of fun working with these younger leaders.  Now I’ll tell you it can 

sometimes be frustrating too.  We asked each group to plan to meet every week.  My group decided every 

2 weeks was enough.  And then they had internet problems and other commitments so didn’t meet often.  

There are 2 Egyptians, 2 Sudanese and one American living in France in the group.  Internet group meetings 

aren’t easy, especially when you aren’t used to having them.  And added challenge for my group is that 

most of their conversations are in English which is the second language for 4 of them. 

They work on their projects from July until the beginning of December.  Each group plans to be together for 

several days to analyze the data they have collected from interviews and surveys and then work on 

suggestions for what to do.  The other groups are doing this in the next two weeks.   

My group’s project is how to raise local funds for ministry.  Now most of our ministry funds are raised in 

the United States.  Some countries in SE Asia and Africa that have similar circumstances to Egypt are doing 

well in raising local funds.  

My group worked hard during their 4 days together in the end of September.  In fact, one day they worked 

until about midnight.  They got a lot done but still have a lot to do.  They are having interviews with staff 

and supporters from the countries that are doing well.   

I would appreciate your prayers for the following: 

My team and all that is involved in the leadership transition. 

The 3 Emerging Leaders groups – that the Lord will give them wisdom as they research and bring 

suggestions for how we can improve in the areas are studying.   

Me as I travel to several countries in the next 3 weeks – for wisdom and insight and that the visits will be 

helpful to the teams and individuals I am with.   

 

In Christ, 

Barb 

 

 

 

 

This meeting we spent time talking about 

leadership succession plans.  In March our current 

area leader, (Henri – on the right) will begin other 

responsibilities.  Henri has led the area for the 

past 30 years.  Our new leader is Aziz (on the left), 

from Egypt.  He has been leading the student 

ministry in NAME for the past several years.  We 

have worked together since he joined staff in 

1997.  We began talking about the process of 

naming a new leader for the student ministry and 

plans for a celebration in March when the official 

transition takes place. 
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