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Thoughts on

As a young man, | had difficulty saving money. |
would wait until the end of the month to see if | had
any money ol eft overo6 arn.
My first financial advisor, my father, suggested
that if | wanted to be truly serious about saving
some money, that | should pay myself first, at the
beginning of each month, not the end.

funds available at the end of each month for
saving or for other important causes often
borders on owishful tl

Each year during income tax preparation, |
review my check register, looking for items tha
may be needed by my tax preparer. It is quite
enlightening to read the check register entries
and see where | spent my money the last 12
months. Of all the checks written in a year, ng
That same logic can also apply to making a other checks give me the satisfaction as those
regular contribution to your church. Put your written to Covenant Presbyterian Church. If | he
priorities at the beginning of the month before yourot written those checks to fulfill my annual chur
funds are subjected to all the other temptations. pledge, | probably would still have spent the
For many of us, we tend to spend most of what waoney on something that | cannot even
make. Hoping that there will be some unspent remember.

—+

As you consider your 2012 pledge for Covenant
Presbyterian Church, think about how important
the church is to you and reflect that in giving it a
high priority in your budget.

oFor where your treasure is,
therewill your hearbea | s o . 0
Matthew 6:21

Warren Pitcher, Stewardship Chaijr
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November Book Club
Book Club is readingntil Tuesddyy

Luis Carlos Montalvan this month. Th

meeting will be Thursday,
November 3 at 7pm at church.
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Fellowship News

All Church Potluck
| want to thank everyone who
cooked food to share at the All
Church Potluck on Sunday
October 16th. Also a BIG
THANK YOU to the following

Nine To Dine

The assignments for the
dining groups have been
completed and sent out.

If you signed up and did nc
receive a letter, please

members of my committee who contact me Betty Ratekin.

decorated the tables and got
everything set out in a timely
manner.

1 Joan Anthony

1 Alice Bell

7 Diane Johnson

1 Judy Telford

It was a fun event. Thank you to [

all who participated!
- Betty Ratekin

Fellowship Chair

Ladies Who Lunch

will meet for a special combined November
December gathering dlonday, December 5,
2011. Stay tuned for specific details.

Congratulations on the October 2, 2011 baptism of
Lillian Alexandria, Liberty Tristan, and Zachary Steven Rahfeldt



Spiritual Uplifting by the
Covenant Shepherds

Regardless of where you are or what your condition
may be, Jesus is with you.

Jesus walks beside you holding your hand, goes ah
of you showing the way, protects you from behind a
carries you.

Are you trapped 3,000 feet underground in a
copper mine?
Jesus is there.
Struggling to return from the moon in a damaged
rocket?
Jesus is there.
Think your life is over?
Jesus is there.
Are you critically ill on life support?
Jesus is there.

Even when you are unable to pray for yourse

In Christian Love,
TomBrown
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Covenant Shepherd

November Ushers & Greeters

[ .J!
11/6 Bob & Joan Anthony, Diane Johnson, Lori Brown g\/
11/13 Phil & Lindee Jeneary, Bob & Marilynn Johnson

11/20 Liz Heaberlin, Dawn Grandia, Laura & Jason Storjoha.
11/27 Wayne & Judi Nikolish, Ginny Ver Ploeg, Tanis Mueller

Please contact one of the others from the list to switch if you are unable to serve that week.
Notify the church office at 228254 of the changes by the Wednesday before for the bulletin.




Computer Basics with Chris Forristall

Covenant Presbyterian Church member Chris Forrista
be offering a handson computer course for Covenant a
community members. Chris has been involved with co *
puters for the last 15 years and in the telecom industry}
8 years and is currently a help desk technician. He is { -
continuing his own education in the area of computer 1
working at lowa Central. The object of this course is tq ¥
fer help to interested parties to learn more about com-
puters and their use. Each session will be led by Chri
hour blocks. The first session of this course will focus on basi
oget to know your computerdé skills in the ajr
1 Hardware
1 Software
1 Operating Systems
1
1

CKeeping up with technology?

Terminology

Computer Setup
Subsequent classes will be driven by the class desired interest as it pertains to necessary compyter
skills for keeping up in todayds worl d.

The first class will be offered Tuesday, November 1, 2011 from 9:0@a@®pm at Covenant Pres-
byterian church in room W3. A cost of $15 per session is required for each participant. Computg
systems will be provided, but you are welcome to bring your own laptop. A minimum of 5 partici-
pants must be signag for the class to be held and there is a maximum of 8 computer stations
available. At this point, this first class if fldut please sign up on the waiting list if you would like
to be considered for future classes.

-

- Renae Woodworth
Director of Christian Education

Save the Date: COGhopping Spree

Each year COGChurchOpportunityGroup- a coalition of 9 west-

ern suburban churches) supplies shopping money to children from
families served by West Des Moines Human Services. COG also
provides chaperones to take the children shopping and help them
select and wrap Christmas gifts for their family members, followed
by a hot lunch. 115 children in need have been identified this year.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 10 from 9adoon.

Please contact Karen Anderson or Deb Hayes with questions.
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Reflections on the Holy Ordinary
@SKYPING Across the Miles

There was a great moment on Wednesday and that technology should not and must not
evening, October 19 after the church dinner the great divide. It is a tool for people
when we could connect with others across the  growing, connecting, and sharing their lives
miles. Duane Heaberlin was able to quickly set upgether and it challenges us and enables us
an audio/visual SKYPE connection with the 2011 our work, our education and in our faith.
El Salvador team as some members and children
of the church sat in the sanctuary and conversed The SKYPE connection reinforced again the
with Marie, Weldon, Teri and Lisa face to face in benefits provided by being a technologically
real time! Across the miles we were as close as connected congregation as we spent that tim
across the table from each other. The news theyasking how people were doing and learning
shared about the torrential rainstorms was what had transpired so far on their trip. Hear
disheartening, but we were so glad they were  were warmed by seeing people whom we lov
there to help at a critical time in bringing hope to and know they love us, by asking questions,
communities awash (literally) in struggle. We willsharing some teasing jokes and offering a
set aside a worship service in order to hear from prayer together. Across the miles, across the
them about the struggles and how San Isidro is great and sometimes confusing divide of one
fairing. | hope you can make every effort to be generation with another generation is the gre
at church and hear their stories. blessing of how a diverse congregation is a
strong congregation. While technology bring
At a recent Presbyt er ywithifits @wm sets Bfahallergss, ittalsoucalls
Learn, 6 several el der stogrdwdomgrd with thérpodBibilitids of @laat

me, participated in discussion about this tool can provide us and how using it we
intergenerational communication. Emerging frombecome stronger and connedieith the ways
that discussion, for me, was the fact that which mattér knowing the miles, the
technology has been and is a pivotal point. Whiledifferences of one generation with another
one generation may view technology as an generation become less distant and less
interesting diversion or too complicated to important.

undertake or unnecessary to engage, another In Christian love,
generation sees it as integral to their daily living. Pastor Jan

The conclusion | had in coming away from that
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conversation was how much we all need each
othefi from generation to the next generatfon @ : ] /




Fall Festival 2011

This year's Fall Festival was held Wednesday, October 26 as part of Wednesday Covenant Connection.
Children and their families were encouraged to come in costume and enjoy a carnival-like atmosphere with
crafts, games, snacks, and the love of Jesus Christ. Check out the fun had by all!







