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Be a Player on SOUPER Bowl Sunday!

The youth group of Covenant Presbyterian has
accepted the invitation from Hope Ministries to
partner with them to feed homeless and hungry
men, women and children in central lowa through
SOUPER Bowl Sunday.

SOUPER Bowl Sunday is a super simple donation
drive for canned soup that will help Hope Ministries
keep their pantries stocked. Our youth group

invites you to participate by bringing cans of BEEF
soup (family size if possible) to church sometime this
weelii or by Sunday, February 5th (the Sunday of
the NFL Championship Game.)

Hope Ministries will use these donations to serve
three free meals a day to homeless and hungry
men, women and children through the following
services:

1 Bethel Mission Emergency Shelter for men
1 Door of Faith long term recovery center for

men Hope Ministries has been serving the homeless
1 Hope Family Center for Women and Children since 1915 and was a personal focus of
1 Hope Café discipleship for Jay Brown, a letime member

of Covenant.

Cash or coin donations are also most welcome.
Watch our youth with their soup kettle collection
pots on Wednesday evening and Sunday
morning. A large BEEF soup collection kettle
(box) is also available in the Narthex.

N Hope Ministries has found that food donations

N which focus on one item benefit those in need
more than a mix of canned or dried goods.
Please join (you will be drafted!) Covenant youtt

hopeministries ™ cotectng BEEF soup forthis mportant cayse

Giving hope. Changing lives.
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February Book Club
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The Book Club is dis
Reads 6 Strength lo WhatRemahys
Pulitzer Prize winning author, Tracy Kidder at
t hi s mont Mhursdaynekraaiy 2ngl
at 7:00 p.m. at the church.

The book tells the true story of Deogratias, a
young physician from Burundi, who survives
genocide only to find himself a homeless

emegre in America. Deo never succumbs to the

despair, isolation and prejudit¢e finds in New
York City. He draws on inner strength to
overcome all odds, graduate from Columbia
University and return to his native land to ope
health clinics there. Dark, but not without hop
and full of forgiveness, this is a must read for
lowans.
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Fellowship News

BAKE SALE

SUNDAY FEBRUARY'12

Interested?
The Fellowship Committee is
beginning the process to update
the church kitchen. Would you |
interested in researching prices
a new stove and counter tops?

Fellowship Hall
Before and After Worship Service

- Buyswegtg for yoyrswestig. CBW is ¢ RRlgase cqnigahBetty Ratekin,
sponsoring a bake sale to raise funds Fellowship Chair, if you feel call
for mission projects. There will be a
variety of baked goods prepared by the
talented bakers at Covenant.

to serve in this way. She may b
reached at 2253439 or
b358ratekin@att.net

Save the Datel

April 15: Birthday Potluck

May 19: Annual Progressive
Dinner

Stay tuned for details!

Covenant Blood Drive
Monday, February 20, 2012
2:30 p.m.d 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Please join us for the next blood drive on Monday, Febru
20, 2012, in the Fellowship Hall from 2:30 pd®.30 p.m.

ary

Watch for bulletin inserts and a sign up sheet on the Actiyities

Bulletin Board in the west hallway.

Remember, there is NO SUBSTITUTE for human blood.
need you to donate on February 20, 2012.

We

- Warren Pitched Blood Drive coordinator

P.S. Bring a friend!
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Spiritual Uplifting by the
Covenant Shepherds

OWhen Moses reached out nje s
became a stick in his ha

Exodus 4:4
Just as Mosesd® hand touc Al e s
snake, it hardened. An d nje r

same rod he would lift up to divide the water and guide
two million people through a desert. The rod that woul
remind Moses that if God can make a stick become a
shake, then become a stick agairthen perhaps he can
do something with stubborn hearts and-séffked

people.

Perhaps he can do something with the common.

From oOEveryday Bl essingsdéd by Max Luca/do
~submitted by Vera Wanamaker
Covenant Shepherd

February Ushers & Greeters

2/5 Tom Brown, Dawn Grandia, Steve & Carole Bra
2/12 Phil & Lindee Jeneary, Wayne & Judi Nikolish

2/19 Laura & Jason Storjohann, Lee & Judy Cox

2/26 Bev Countryman, Alice Bell, Ron & Mary Kay Beune,

Please contact one of the others from the list to switch if you are unable to serve that week.
Notify the church office at 228254 of the changes by the Wednesday before for the bulletin.




Wednesday Evening Covenant Connection

Februaryds Covenant Connectioh
5:30-6:15 Meal

6:00-6:15 Chil drends free ti me

6:15-6:30 Chil drends Choir (Sanctuary)

6:30-7:30  Evening programs

Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir
Adult Forum

In February, three congregational members will share their own personal faith journey through different aspects and/or
events in their life thus far. Join them for an insight to their life and a personal sharing of their faith.

2/1 My Faith Journey with My Family
Deb Kellogg

Deb and Perry Kelloggds family grew similar to Haehny, |Jon

time their family grew, it was because someone needed to be neddéuDeb as she shares the story of her faith jour-
ney through the creation and molding of her family.

2/8 My Faith Journey with My Church

Dave Hamilton
In May 2007, a single shooter began an attack on the town of Moscow, Idaho which started at the courthouse and endgd
in the First Presbyterian Church, leaving 3 dead and more injured. Hear how, then congregational member, Dave Ham-
ilton and his fellow members of the First Presbyterian Church of Moscow dealt with the tragedy in their town that ended|
in their church with one of their own as a fallen victim.

2/15 My Faith Journey in My Profession
Stacey Neu

Stacey Neu shares her unique faith journey as a medical professibtwal. her faith influences her, how she relies on
and uses her faith in her profession and the fine balance between personal belief and professional practice.

Youth on a Mission: Crosstown Hight{@lL2th grade)
2/1 Prepping for the Souper Bowil

2/8 Youth Shelter Tour

2/15 re: Form 2.2 0ls God mal e?56

Kids on a Mission: 3 years t¢'grade
2/1 Andrew and Peter, Phillip and Nathaniel
2/8 Passover in Jerusalem

2/15 Mary and Martha Welcome Jesus




Reflections on the Holy Ordinary
ATi me Away to Stay Conne

There is nothing like time away to stay )
connectedThe week between January 15 and J'I-LVJ

the 22d | had a chance to use some continuing C NI =CT1 =L

. . . \J' Yo e o e
education days for a study leave to the University

of Dubuque Theological Seminary.

Almost as if | planned on it, that week was at the
heart of 3term (January term) when most of the
undergraduates and seminarians were away fron
campus, and the library was almost all to

myself. Having such an expanse of resources in
any form is pretty tempting, but | settled down
with 20 good books of commentary on 1 and 2
Samuel and the saga of King David and Time away for pastors is as important as
proceeded ahead the old fashioned wayook  anything in helping us keep connected with yQ
in hand, reviewing tables of contents, selectivelyremind us about why we are in this kingdom
reading chapters and taking copious notes. work business, and try to make sure theology
stays close at hand and practical for the
believer. Keeping connected sometimes
involves stepping back to take the long look
instead of getting mired down in the details
which plague all of us each day.

Thanks for the chance to spend some time in
study and reflection in preparation of the 2012
Lenten Sermon Series on you guesBediitg
David.

In Christian love,
Pastor Jan

ct

u,




News from Socios de Cristo

The committee has approved some funds to send down to the Pastoral Team for use in our comm
San Isidro. Money is being wired down in one lump sum to avoid multiple fees.

First of all is money for fertilizer for the coming planting season in March. In her last communicatio
us, Kathy (our missionworker in El Salvador) relayed that the corn crop of 2011 was harvested at

about 70%. This is due mostly thanks to the money sent for fertilizer last year. Even though the 25
inches of rain in October ruined much of the crop, what was harvested was considerably better thar

normal years with the addition of fertilizer. The bean crop was only about 50%, but still considerably

better than what would have been harvested had they not had fertilizer. We will pray for more favot
able weather this coming year

s We are also sending some money for a
§ proposal from the wg
San Isidro. The ladies met with our

¢l delegation and requested some funds for

| a micro business making herbal medicines.
The proposal was well thought out inclu

| ing costs of materials and possible places
to sell the medicine. In our trip we discov
ered that the people in the rural communi

= ties would rather use homemade remedies
d than many commercial products which can
be of marginal quality. The first products
will be a cough syrup and a ointment for

A - £ _— > _

nity

to

sore muscl es -Gayndi.l ar Weo doounrd td Beexnp e c t that t

but at the very least it will improve the quality of health care in the community of San Isidro and if th
can sell elsewhere, that will be an added plus. Also, it gives the ladies a sense of purpose and im-
provement for the community.

y



Our delegation also met with the youth group. Thq
youth in San Isidro were first formed as a confirma
class study. There are maybe 18 youth ranging in
ages from 12 to 20. After their study they decided
that they would like to spend more time together if
they could have a meaningful project to work on.

Schooling in San Isidro only continues throtughafle |
leaving the older youth with nothing. Thus their prq
posal to us for a sewing project. The pastoral tea
had some connections to local artists who were ab
work with the youth to create finely crafted bracelef
and artisan crafts. Hopefully the next delegation c3
bring some back for our church members to purch
They also hope to sell the crafts at the Latino Festi

here in Des Moines every fall. We also hope to furft
some sewing machines and a teacher so that the school uniforms can be made in the canton i
stead of paying outside sources.

— I : 2 Money is also being sent to purchase each

3 L ' amily a blanket. This was raised during

our alternative gift market at Covenant

his holiday season. Even though the

= weather is mostly tropical, our delegation

./ found out that there can be some cold

" nights in the Berlin mountains and most

families have nothing but a hammock to
wrap up in.

Cards are being prepared by Covenant
partner families for their day of love (our
Val entineds Day).
We continue to keep our community in our prayers.

All for now,
Marie Michael




Covenant Contributes: Crestview Dance Club

God works in mysterious waysast fall, | asked
children from my elementary school if they coulgl
perform their Mexican dances for our churcbet
it up with their mama and she was delighted to
bring the children to share their cultural
dances.She even went out of her way to make
sure the children learned the El Salvadorian styje
of dance. The children and parents were so
excited to be asked to dance for Covenant
Connections.

When families move to lowa from Mexico, they bring many talents but it sometimes takes
years for them to have the confidence and relationshiglsare their talents and culture WiIh
their new communityrhese families shared the news, that our church had asked them {o
dance,with the school and soon, the Crestview Dance Club was fofimedance club is
run by the DeAvila family and allows 40 16th grade students to learn Central Americar
dances and perform them2x a year with their classmateH.is a huge success and camd
about because Covenant asked them to share their culture with us!
What a glorious blessing from God!

A1

~ Deb Kellogg
Elder, Christian Education

Photos from the Des Moines Register, December 27, 2011




Prayers for our brothers and sisters in San Isidro:

The Socios de Cristo committee has learned the news t§ .
Maria Teodora, aged 47 from family #22 (paired with '
Bev Countryman) was tragically killed when the truck s
was riding in hit an electrical line.

Maria was a beautiful woman who graciously gave our
delegation a chicken and a bunch of bananas.

Also Santiago Suniga, aged 74, from family #33
(partnered with Deb Kellogg's family) passed away.
We met him lying in his hammock and realized he was
not doing well when we visited in October.

Please keep both of these families and the entire community in your prayers during this sad time.

i 4
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Socios cie Cristo

Partners in Christ



Stated Session Meeting ~ January 8, 2012

Clerkds Report:

Motion carried to approve minutes from Stated Session meeting on December 11, 2011. Communion was
served to 143 on 1/8/12. Carol Lowe passed away on 12/26/11 and Pastor Betty Sandy presided over
funeral on 12/31/11 in Pastor Jan Scottds absence.
bership of Verda Gruneich from Presbyterian Church of Bella Vista, AR.

Business Before the Session
Motion carried to make staff wage changes beginning with the first pay period in February 2012 per per-
sonnel committee recommendations.

Motion carried to approve the treasurerfd6s report a
Motion to adjourn carried and we closed in prayer 8:30 pm.
Next Stated Session Meeting: February 12

Barb Storjohann, Clerk of Session

For a vertical version of the online Covenant Calendar, go to:
http://www.wdmcovenant.org/covenantcalendar.html
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