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Reflections on the Holy Ordinary

0One Giving, Many Recenvin

On Easter Sunday April 24th, Covenant support and the Christian presence. Our missio

will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing coworkers in Japan as of Marcht,Ihave all
offering and | hope you are able to give as you been safely located and are now engaged in
can. Of any nationwide offering which the helping the Japanese people in their recovery
Presbyterian Church undertakes, OGHS as it is The OGHS offering provides for the
referred to, impacts many, many lifies Hunger Program, Sdlievelopment of People
regardless of being Presbyterian! Program, and Presbyterian Disaster Assistange.

At the end of World War Il and viewing Last year of the 60 congregations of the
the total destruction of Europe, the Presbyterian Presbytery of Des Moines, large congregation
Church began this offering in 1949 as a means adnd small congregations, Covenant Church was
helping all people restore their lives and their  noted as the highest giving congregation of
communities. Other denominations quickly joine@ne Great Hour of Sharing, setting a
in and responded as generously, so that today aleadership position with this important offering
main line denominations take an offering which is | hope you are able to give as you can.
solely dedicated to relief work needed for those There are many ways in which you support your
most at risk following natural and hurmaade church and its witness of the love of Christ, its
catastrophes. Lord. This one offering reminds us that togetht

Sixty-two years since its inception, the  nationwide, we are able to help out those in
needs remain just as great as we have seen in thygeat need, both close at home and many miles
tsunami in Malaysia, eastern lowa with flooding away. One giving, many receiving.
and the earthquake in Haiti one year dgall
recipients of monies and material support
generated by One Great Hour of Sharing. Now
the needs of the country of Japan are just as
critical. While the percentage of population of
Japan which is Christian is low, our witness to the
love and grace of God as found in Christ compels
us to act and help in loving God and neighbor.
Since 1859 or during the past 152 years,
Presbyterian missionaries have been at work in
Japan bringing medical, educational and pastoral
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In Christian love,
Pastor Jan




Denise EnglandPC(USA) Mission Co
-worker who served at the Cairo
Geriatric Medical Center in Cairo,
Egypt will be sharing her mission
story with Covenant in a special adult
forum on Sunday, April 3, 2011.

Please plan to come to Sunday
School and worship that morning to
hear a first hand account of recent
life in Cairo.
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Fellowship & Circle News

Birthday Potluck
Happy birthday to you!!!
Don't forget the Birthday
Potluck. We will gather after
worship service April 3rd to
celebrate all our birthdays
and Covenant's charter. There
is a sign up sheet on the
activity bulletin board. No
desserts, please. A birthday
cake will be provided.

Easter Egg Hunt _
Join in the f uﬁgaWc?Qp'nﬁiﬁt\tp%ne

Saturday, April 16, 2011.

family event.

annual Easter Egg Hunt on

Meet in Fellowship Hall to get
your instructions for this fun

Looking for Volunteers

The Covenant Presbyterian Women

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars for
this future fellowship ever
More details to come:
Saturday, June 4
Progressive Dinner

Ladies Who Lunch
meets the last Monday o
each month at 11:30 a.rr

April ds 1 u
Monday, April 25 atGi n
in West Glen Town Cente

Please sigiip on the
Activities Bulletin Board

Morning Circle
will meet at 9:15 a.m. on
Tuesday, April 12 in
Fellowship Hall.

Evening Circle
will meet on Tuesday, Apt

me of:
Clarice Sapp
600 Northbranch Drive
Waukee, IA
Marilee Myerswill lead the
lesson.

41

Custodian
Gary Van Verth

Next KEY Deadline
April 20

Board is looking for eohairs for
Wednesday night meals for this fall. Please contact Clau
(225-3802), Sally (2257566) or Alice (2258305) for more
details about what the program entails.
- Alice Bell
CPW Moderator



2011 Lenten Sermon Series
A Good and Faithful Man:
The Story of Job

March 13 Prologue: A Good and Faithful Man
March 20 First Dialogue: Critical Help

March 27 Second Dialogue: Justifiable Anger
April 2 Third Dialogue: False Accusation
April 10 Epilogue: A Good & Faithful God

Holy Week Services

Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 17, 2011
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 21, 2011
Worship Service with Holy Communior6:30 p.m.
(children from the Communion Class will receive communion)

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 24, 2011
Resurrection of the Lord and Lor df6s
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

April Book Club

The book to be discussed at Book Club at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday April 7, will be
Voices in Our Soul: The DeWolfs, Dakota, Sioux and the Little Big Horn

The authors, Gene Erb and Ann De Wolf Erb, will be here in person to discuss
their book. Annds ancestor, Dr. De

Horn. He kept a journal and wrote many letters to his wife. Bring a friend and

come join us for an interesting evening!

Mayds book c | urbe Bsok Thesig MarkasrZzusaki | | be
- Ginny Ver Ploeg
Covenant Book Club



Spiritual Uplifting by the
Covenant Shepherds

A man worked all his life at a mill which rested
at the bottom of a steep mountain. Each
evening, after a long, hard day at work, the
man would begin his two mile trek up the hill.
Many parts of the road were steep and tiring.
Sometimes the dirt would soften in the rains tg
soft mud, which sucke
made climbing all the harder. The man never
complained though, and each night, as he
neared the house, a warm friendly light shone

forth from the window to welcome him home angpjication. The May edition will be distributed the la

guide his steps. From far way the light shined
first a pinpoint, but then growing larger into the
full glow of a lamplight. For the man, there wa
no more welcoming sight in all the world. For
him, that light was home.

As we grow in our Christian lives, the
commandments and laws of God are like that
lamplight to our eyes. They guide us and wart
us, and fill us with that little something extra
which makes our travel easy. God shines His
light brightly for all to see. It is within that light
that we can truly be at home. There should be
no greater feeling in our hearts, than the warm

Notes and News

Newsletter Update:
As mentioned in previous publications, we at Coveng
Presbyterian strive to be good stewards of the

environment and our budge€onsequently, this may b

the final full printing dfhe Covenant Key

Future publications will be available at
Jvww.wdmcovenant.org, and sent as a link sent via ol
gma distributios listmBontigose weansull grefer the p
publication, limited quantities will be printeelease

notify Beth in the church office if you would like to
continue to receive the printed version of this monthly
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week in April.

sChanges in Wedding Policy:
The wedding policy of Covenant Church was recently
changed by the Session upon recommendation of the
Worship & Music Committ g
Church facilities for weddings will be limited to Cover
Church members, their immediate family members,

nregular worship attendees, or at the discretion of the
P a s t Govenadt previously had an open policy tow
non member request¥he belief is this more restricted
, policy will help support staff and volunteers and bettg
th ocus t he congrAelglaotwionngd s

L AY”4

of Godds | ove shi ni n g digcnetienpgovides for ministerial responsibility when
. _ there might be extraneous situatioRsemarital
From: Wisdom fron?(the Bible eoh counseling remains as the first expectation in all wedgdi
Submitted by: Jack Brown, Shep er%Ianning. If you have questions, please contact eithe
Pastor Jan or Worship & Music Elders Dawn Grandi
Marlene Huettl.
April Greeter/Usher Schedule:
4/3 Bob & Joan Anthony, Weldon & Marie Michael
4/10 Mark Hilliard, Alice Bell, Brian Barker, Teri Springer
4/17 Tom Brown, Deb Hayes, John & Kathie Eft
4/24 Dan Ratekin, John Sprole, Allen Rice, Vera Wanamaker

Please contact one of the others from the list to switch if you are unable to serve that week.

Notify the office at 2252254 of the change

Thank you!

s by the Wednesday before for the bulletin.
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Red, White, and Blue Potluck
February 20, 2011




San Isidro Update from Session Elder, Marie Michael

A 06San I sidrod committee has formed in our
canton in El Salvador. The committee meetsdtBeai3day of every month after

church and we invite any who wish to attend the meeting in the north classroom.

There is already a core group of 15 members that are excited to work for this

partnership. Amy Anderson has agreed to be the facilitator of the group. You can

direct any questions her way (amyanderson@mediacomcc.com).

We have begun our discussions with the pastoral team and the mission worker in
Berlin. Kathy Mahler answered our first basic question as to how we can begin to
hel p our canton. Her i mmedi ate response Wi
terrible due to flooding of crops after planting, with farmers only able to harvest 15
-20% of the usual crop. This leaves most families facing the huge worry of
starvation. Our committee responded with funding so that families in our canton can
buy corn to survive until the next harvest season and fertilizer for the next crop (a
crop planted with fertilizer will yield-8 times a regular crop.) Thus we are helping
with immediate needs for this year and building for a better crop to alleviate

hunger in the next. Funds to our canton of San Isidro totaled $6,000 (the majority of
that money was from a large private donation.)

The committee also wanted to give a token gift to the two cantons that were visited

by the | ast delegation, but unfortunately
amount totaled $2,000 to buy foodstuffs for the families who are surely suffering

from hunger there also. (These funds came out of our mission budget for this year

and are a onetime gift.)

Thus begins our partnershipow can you get involved?

1 Please read the adjacent Key article regarding parsonal partnershipsvith
families and individuals in San Isidro.

1 Under discussion are ways to build a more lasting economic future for our
canton. Again we invite all foin the discussiorand we welcome all ideas.

1 Kathy Mahler will join our adult Sunday School ho@rldt on April 17" for a
discussion of El Salvador and our partnershifut that date on your calendar
and plan to attend.

We also need to begin thinking of thext delegation to visit El Salvaddhis

year. Please consider the possibility for your future travels. It is a wonderfully

meaningful trip.

- Marie Michael for the San Isidro Committee




Further Your Discipleship with a San Isidro Personal Partnership

) Who: Anyone in the Covenant congregation

3 e f ‘ What: Personal quarterly correspondence with a family
< N w or individual in San Isidro
e %F . When: Sigrup starts NOW
e 3 5 ",‘ =y
,z,j?‘ v "*M,,*\;:}‘ Where:Signrup sheet is on the bulletin board in the hallway
A - Why: Developing your own faith through personal
yrd \ relationships with individuals and families

Covenant 6s c oor dSocgioa deiCnsgPanersimChtist) e expldriogrways for

the Covenant congregation to partner with and get to know the 50 families of our San Isidro
canton in El Salvador. Establishing personal relationships between families and individuals is the
main goal of this partnership. Delegations from Covenant who have visited El Salvador in past
years and recently in October 2010, believe that developing personal relationships with indi-
viduals and families will teach us more about hope and a sense of gratitude and awareness for

|l ifeds basic needs.

Initially, exchange of quarterly correspondence, including photos and drawings, is the primary
goal. Arrangements have been made for translation of correspondence from Spanish to English
and vice versa. Any monetary gifts will be pooled and divided evenly among all families in San
Isidro to ensure equity. Due to unreliable mail delivery in El Salvador, no packages can be sent
to partners and all letters will be hasttlivered by religious or medical delegations. The com-
mittee is also making plans to get photos of each San Isidro family and exploring the possibility
of Internet Skype sessions between our two locations.

A signup sheet will be available in the hallway bulletin board to indicate your interest in part-

nerindgi developingaondgo-one r el ationship with a family or
nity to get to know individuals with a different lifestyle and with both common and different
goals/challenges. Covenant families as well as single persons are invited to participate in this
discipleship opportunity. Personal partnerships are for one year with opportunity to renew.

If you have questions or ideas about this developing partner ministry opportunity, please contact
committee members Teri Springer at-0822, Marilynn Johnson at 27885, or committee
chairperson, Amy Anderson at 22855. Emailing committee members is also encouraged

(check Covenant Directory or call the church office to get email address@2%226

If you feel a nudge or call to be part of this partnership ministry;.gsggnd see what the Spirit
will nurture!

~ Marilynn Johnson
Socios de Cristo

@ Sign up in the hallway for your April EI Salvador coffee order.
@ Cost is $9.00 per bag.




March 12, 2011- San Isidro Fertilizer Purchase and Delivery
Funds Provided by Covenant Presbyterian Church

By Kathy Mahler, El Salvador Missionwooker

~

Il 6l start out this Iittle report with an e

dLa Cosecha: the harvest. It is the hope of a lot of people in developing countries such as this.
of the people in this country are rural folk. And the bulk of those rural people are subsistence fa
means that they grow enough corn and beans to feed themselves and their families (hopefully
and perhaps have a little left over to sell for the things they cannot grow themselves like cooking
little salt, notebooks for school, or possibly that $1 pair -dlioitip to replace that other $1 pair of flip flc
they bought last year that are being held together by astring.

Two years ago, the harvest was pretty bad. About 2/3 of the way through the year, people had
corn because theirs harvests did not produce enough to last the year. THIS year it was worse.
age o farmers were only able to harvest about 120% of what they normally harvest. This was du
a couple of days of heavy rains in December (2 months after the rainy season.) These days of h
fell shortly after the beans were plantédruining the plart i ng s . Unf ortunat ¢
corn right about the same time as the planting of their beans. So their doubled over stalks (for
process of drying the ears in the sun) got saturated creating moldy and unusable corn. So BOTF
and bean crops suffered greatly. People are worried how they will feed their families this year.

So people have their hope in next yearods c¢r

In El Salvadod the land has been abused for centuries and hardly anything grows without the aid
tilizer. And it is financially beyond the reach of most subsistence farmers.

The families in San | sidro are all subsiste

It was such a joy to be able to take photos and be there during
fertilizer delivery. Especially because | could see the joy and hc
the faces of the recipients.

1 | ef t the Pastor al House b
trucksod and their drivers to
cedes Umana down the road. It takes about an hour to loa
sacks of fertilizer. And one young man from the store pretty
S |[oaded it all. Each of the 48 families were to receive one 220# ¢
of OFormelmad geatprand one 20
emergent)

Yesé that boy has 220 pound on his back!!
We then slowly trekked up the mountain back to Berlin.

We made a quick pit stop at the Pastoral House to pick up Cgcilia,
Blanca and Alicia and then made the very slow trek on the ganton
roads out to San Isidro. Alicia, Cecilia and | sat in the back ¢n top
of the bags of fertilizer. It is a beautiful but very dusty ride




